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© 1 ud this «Day pe be unto _ 
bi #7 a Meng; and You 


ut ut your Gene- . 
ea, ” an Or- | 


dinance jure ever... ; 


men HE Deliverance of the 
EPS 8 of Iſrael out of 
Fp, not only as it was 
a * pe of the Redemp- 
tion "of Mankind by Je- 
ſus | Chriſt, but, in it 
ſelf conſider'd, is ex- 
+1177 1 - tremely remarkable, and 
to 9 rec] Kon d among the moſt illuſtrious 
Periods in time, Events in Hiſtory, and 
Works of Providence. Wherein, the true 
God Triumphs over the falſe God's of the 
a We " Heathen 


A SERMON on the 
Heathen, executes Judgment againſt their 
Idols, and confounds all their Worſhippers ; 
the divine Power is gloriouſly diſplaid in a 
Variety of extraordinary and miraculous 
Operations, the divine Juſtice ſignaliz'd 
upon a hardened Tyrant and the profeſſed 
Enemies of his People; the Truth and Faith- 
fulneſs of God cleared in the exact Accom- 
pliſhment of his Promiſes; and, finally, his 
tender and watchful Care of the Church, 
manifeſted in appearing ſo ſeaſonably and 
fo wonderfully for thoſe to whom it was at 
that Time confin'd. A Train of Miracles 
prepar'd the Way to this Deliverance, and 
a Succeſſion of them followed it. Men may 
obſtinately, and for a long while together, 
fight againſt God, and harden themſelves 
under his Judgments and God, to ſhew 
the Power of his Patience, may endure with 
much long Suffering thoſe Veſſels of Wrath 
before he gives the deciſive Blow, but will 
at laſt overcome. The Impious Pharaoh will 
bean Example of this to all Ages. Againſt 
nine Plagues did this Wretch bid Defiance ; 
ſo difficult is the Conqueſt of an Obdurate 
Heart: The tentli and laſt makes him 
Submit; for all the firſt-born in Egypt die 
in one Night, The Lord putting a Differ- 
ence in this, as he had done in the former 
Plagues, between the Iſraelites, and the 
Egjptiann. A great and fore Cry is every 
where heard, and in this Fright both Pha- 

rach and his Subjects are urgent for the 


\ 


Departue of | thoſe, who till then, could not 


obtain a Permiſſion to go, concluding 


themſelves to be all but dead Men. On the 


Day preceding their Departure, (as the 


Night before he ſuffer'd, our Lord inſtituted 


the great Goſpel Feaſt of the Supper) the 
Paſſover is appointed, as a ſtanding Me- 


morial of God's paſſing over the Houſes of 


the Iſraelites, from whence the Feſtival 
takes its Name, and by ſtrength of Hand 
bringing them out of the Houſe of Bondage. 
And this Day ſhall be unto you for a Me- 
morial, &c. The Obſervation which, from 
theſe Words, I ſhall make the Ground of 


the following Diſcourſe, is this. R 


Doc. God aſt expeits that the great and 


= Signal Deliverances which, in his Providence, 


Hh brings abou fr if People, ſhould be had in 


everlaſting Remembrance. 


I In the handling of Which Doctrine 1 


propoſe theſe ſeveral Things. 


Firſt. To enquire into the Reaſons of i: 
or why God would have theſe glorious 


* Works of his Providence to be remem- 


» 


Cod, for Pablick Days to be ſet apart by 
Authority for Memorials of ſuch Deliver- 
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Secondly. To Prove it highly agreeable to 
| '* "Reaſon, and not contrary to the Word of 


antes; and, in Imitation of That the 
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ASE MON e ON the 


Th refers to, to be made aue 
- * and Perpetuali E 


Thirdiy. * T conſi 4 the Difference Shah, 
in thisreſpedt, there is between Feſtivals. and 
Wal 3 and the Foundations nh 10 e 
rence. And then Rec ö 


ally. To bring dawn FT to the nend 
B. this . 2000 144 


k. 1 ſhall enquire. into the Reaſons of 
of Point; or why it is, God expects that; 
great and 'Gignal Deliverances, thoſs glo- 

rious Works of his Providence, ſhould be 
ever remember'd. I ſhall only Name ſome 5 
of the principal Reaſons. 
I. Theſe Works belong to the Hiſtory of | 
. Providence, which God would have to be 
known and read of all Men. They are 
indeed ſome of its chief Beauties, its Ma- 
ſter· ſtrokes, which moſt evidently diſcover 
the Finger 'of God. The Book of Provi- 
dence is the nobleſt, the largeſt, and moſt 
inſtructive in the World, comprehending 
in it whatſoever is true and obſervable in 
all other Hiſtories. For all theſe humane 
Compoſitions, with what View ſoever 
they were drawn up by their ſeveral: Au- 
thors, as far forth as they purſue the Truth, 
are nothing but a Hiſtory of God's Deal- 


ings with Mankind from Age to Age. 
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And when the ole Volume ſhall be laid 
open 
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open. to us, When we ſhall ſee the whole 
Thread of Events from Begining to End, 
and ſhall read it all by the clear Light of 
S, the upper World, we ſhall find every Page 
de full of meaning, and cry out, with 
| Aftoniſhment, O the Depth of the Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledge of God! This will 
be the Happineſs of all the Saints, at the 
cloſing up of the Scene, among whom we 
hall have a place, if we follow the Faith 
| of thoſe gone before us. In the mean while, 
let us gather up what we can (for the very 
Fragments here are precious) and hide it 
deep in our Memories, whether it be what 
hath fallen under our own Obſervation or 
hath been delivered down to us from our 
| Forefathers, who have told us the Things 
| God did in their Days. By which means, 
we ſhall be the better able to underſtand. 
the Conduct of Providence, and to unfold. 
its Difficulties, comparing the Experiences 
| of paſt Ages with the Events of the preſent 
Time. Job. viii. 8, 9, 10. Euquire, I pray thee, 
of the former Age, and prepare thy fa ta 
the Search of their Fathers, for we are but 
of Teſterday, and know nothing, becauſe. 
our days upon Earth are a Shadow. Shall 
not rho teach thee and tell thee ? and at-. 
ter Words out of their Heart? We are 
not plac'd High enough, neither do we live 


a 


long enough to be competent Judges of 

Providence, and ſhould therefore take in all 

the Helps we can get, running back to 
3 „ Ti 
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Times far gone, thoſe eſpecially which we 
have recorded in facred Scripture, and from 
all together, framing the beſt Conceptions, 
of the Perfections and Providence of God, 
that we are able. We find it complain'd 
of, more than once, that Men regarded 
not the Work of the Lord, nor conſiderd 
the Operation of his Hands, and to this is 
Pſ. 28. 5. attributed the Miſery an Deſtruction, 
J/.5- 12. brought upon them. And, next to a ſtupid. 
_ a of the Works of God, is 
__ bghtly forgetting them. They forget his 
Works and his Wonders that he ſhewed 
them. P|. 78. 11. It is an high Affront 
and Indignity offerd to the great God, as 
if his Management of the Affairs of the 
World was not worth our Notice, when 
pe attend not to the Steps of his Provi- 
dence, nor often ask, What hath God 
„„ eee e eee 
2. The Memory of Gods Works of 
Fame is of excellent uſe for the Preſervation 
of Religion in the World. Both in its be- 
lief, and Practice. e ee ne ee 
I. Religion, as it reſpects the Faith of 
a Supreme Being, his Government of the _ 
World, and regard to the different Actions 
of Men, of which he approves ſome and 
puniſhes orhers, is hereby very much ſup- | 
ported. Religion and Irreligion, tho di- 
rect Contraries, may be yet faid to be, 
both of them, natural to Mankind. The 
great Principles of Religion having been 
a . N Stamp'd 
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_ awakens Mankind to 


*'gth of November. 


* - . 
* 1 6 9 
— — 1 
* 4 
Kay = 
* ts 7 
* — " 7 
— _ .7 
1 ag — f : 
* 
ec : 
= — 1 2 
2 * 822 * * 4 
8 7 * 3 6 2 


amg on the Soul by the Hand of God 
In its firſt Creation, can never be entirely , 
raz'd out. But then, through the Dark- 
neſs of the humane Underſtanding, and 
great Corruption of the Heart, there is, 
ince the Apoſtacy, e. Inclination 
in Men to ſlide into Infidelity. And, were 
it hot for thoſe leſs common Appearances 
of God's Providence in the feveral Ages 
and Nations of the World, by Which he 
ſider that there 
is one who rules _ them, tho? inviſi- 
dle, tis to be fear'd, theſe Seeds of Reli- 


gion, would in length of Time, be buried, 


and lie dead and uſeleſs in the Mind. At 
certain Times, therefore, God breaks forth 


T yew iaſpir'd _ the awful Manifeſtations | 


in extraordinary. Works of Providence, 
and is known by the Glory that Surrounds . 
him. And then Men can ſay, werily Ithere 4 
is 4 Reward for the Righteous, veriy he ; 
is 4 God that Judgeth in the Earth. And Pſal. 58. 
to the ſame ſenſe may be applied that of 171. 
the Wiſe Man; I know that whatſoever 
God obs it fhall be for ever, Nothing 
: 2 be pat to it, nor any thing taken from 
it, and rp does . that Men ſboaid Fear 
P | Ed. 3 5 
425 Religion, as it regards practice, is 
equally endebted to the Memory of Gods 
Providential Works. For whom Men be- 
lieve and Fear, they will have ſome Care 
to pleaſe in their Behaviour; ſo that the 


B — 
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4 SnrMontwthe 
of the divine Juſtice [and Power, contri- 
butes not a little to the Reſtraint of that 
Torrent of Violence and Wickedneſs Which 
would otherwiſe go nigh to overflow the 
World. And, beſides this, there is ſome- 
what of Gratitude left in Human Nature 
(tho God knows tis but little) which leads 
us to think our ſelves under Obhgationgto 
that God, who watches over our Lives and 
Liberties, and by his Providence does, at 
Iimes, ſo viſibſ interpoſe to fave them. 
For which Reaſon, the Ten Command- 
ments are uſherd in with this Preface, 1 
am the Lord thy God, who brought thee out of 
the Land of Egypt, and out of the Houſe of . 

Bondage. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods be- 
fore me, Gc. Exod. 20. 2, and following 
Voerſes. There is a ſecret Conviction, in 
every one's Breaſt, that Obedience is due 
for Protection, and Service for Deilverance. 
Is it not Reaſonable that the ſame God 
Who guards me, ſbould rule me? And he 
who Redeems me from ſlavery, ſhould 
have my cheerful, voluntary Service? It 
is upon this Ground that the Remembrance 
of God's Works, and the Obſervation of 
is Commands are join'd together by the 
P(.78.5. Pſalmiſt. Je Hfabliſb'd a Teſtimom in 
7. cel, and appointed a Law in Iſrael, which 
| he Commanded our Fathers, that they 
ſhould. make them | known: to their Children; 
that the Generation to come might know 
them, even the Children that ſbould be 


, 


«igth of November. 11 


born, who ſhould ariſe and Declare them t 


Tens Children, that they might not forget 
the Mor ks' of Goa, but * vid Conmane - 
ens. ig 
3. God pelt the great Works of! he 
Providence ſhould be had in perpetual Re- 
membrance; becauſe they carry in them 
the Accompliſhment of his Promiſes;' With 
his Hand, he. fulfils that which" hh pate s Chron, | 
by bis: Mouth. And therefore Joſhua is bold 5 Job 23. 
to appeal to the People of Hyael in a Meeti ng 14. 7 
of all their Tribes, that they knem in all | 
their hearts, and in all their Souls, 8 — ” 
not one Thing had failed of all the 5 1 2 
Ti hingt, "which the Lord their wt £3 
concening them; all were come 3 
and not one had fall. God hath Pro. % 
ed to build his Church on a Rock, that he 
will be with it to the End of the World, 
and that the Gates of Hel] ſhall not prevail 
againſt it; that he will be nigh to them 
Who call upon him, and none who put 
their Truſt in him, ſhall be Deſolate. 
Now when we ſee the People of God ſur- 
rounded with Enemies, and near to being 
Swallowed up, and God eminently appears 
in anſwer to their Prayers, Snatching them 
as a Prey out of the Mouth of the Lion: 
When we ſee the true Religion inyolv'd — 
the moſt threatin ng Dangers, and ready 
once to be Oppreſt and Extinguiſh'd; : 
by a-Hand from Heaven, reſcu'd from 4 15 
Dotucion plotted againſt i it, muſt we not 
5 — Praiſe 


A Su Non di the 
Praiſe the Lord for his Truch, VO ſay, 
that he remembreth his Covenant for ever? 
This is the Improvement the Pious Plal- 
miſt makes of God's wonderful Works. 
The Works of the Lord are great, ſought 
out of all them that have Pleaſure therein. 
His Work is Honoùrable and Glorious, and 
his Righteouſneſs endureth for ever. He 
- hath made his wonderful Works to be re. 
miember d. He will ever be mindful of 
mais Covenant. The Works of his Hand 
are Verity and judgment; all his Com- 
mandments are ſure, they ſtand faſt for e· 
ver, and are done in Trath and Upright- 

I.. 311.nefs. "Gad may ſeem ſlack concerning his 
2, Cc. Promiſe, as Men count Slackneſs; But he 

never forgets i it, the ſucceſſive Ages of the 

World, fupplying manifeſt - Confirmation 
of it, and Comments upon it. 
4. The Examples recorded in Hiſtory 
45 God's Providential Care over the 
Church are of great Uſe for the Support 
Plal. 7 8, ol. ſuch as fear him at all times. V Gemners 
6, 7. ation ia come ſaith the (Pfalmiſt) ſhall- know 
them, even the Children mhich ſhall be horn, who 
ſhall ariſe and Declare them to their Children, 
that they may ſet their Hope in God; As we 
have it in the Pſalm I had Occaſion to quote 

once before. Certainly that Providence Þ} 
may ſafely be relied on which hath ſo.offen 
proved it ſelf to the Conviction of the moſt. 

| Blinded and Prejudic'd part of Mankind. 

| 2 2 Cor. 1. He baer bath Sn aud dath deliver, 


=” i — 
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an his. Nodas Vindice dighur. The Dit- 
ulty requires and demqũſtrates an All- 


= Er this. 
b not. for ſaten them that ſeek thee. And 
in another place, We have heard with our 


Ears, O God; Our Fathers have told us what- 
Work Thou didft in their Days, in the Times 
4 Old. bs God we boaſt all the Day long, and P11. 44. 
Praiſe thy Name for ever. After the ſame 1, 8. 
Manner „Salomon concludes his Prayer to 
3 he fond of Iſrael, at the Dedication of the 
Temple; making uſe of this encouraging 
Plea, that he was the God that had 
brought their Fathers out of Egypt. And 
when he afterwards comes to bleis the Con- 
 gregation, he gratefully acknowledges — 
bY.” >" es, there 
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attic not failed So Word of al that 

God had Promiſed, by Moſes his Servant: 

And then adds this benedidtory Wiſh. ' The 

Lord dur God, be with us af he was with 

z Tir . 0 Fathers." By keeping the Works of 
= "> God in Remembrance, as he hath the Glo- 

| ; of them, M we have the Benefit and 
1 — e of drawing from them Argu- 

ments 0 N raw ruſt” and Doper. 
dence. Anif zn f e ee TROT 

A na9d 9v5 * Ist 11104 1100 Hin, o 

« Siena, 1. 1 mal now Prove it to bethigh- 

Iy agreeable to Reaſon, and not contrary 

to the Word of God for- Publick Days to 

be ſet apart by Authority for Memorials of 
Signal Deliverances, and, in Imitation of 

of that which the Text refers to, to be 

made anne unt tual. And 

bere, I Would on müſt upon cheſe eo 
Conſiderations. gol DT ni u zug 

1. This is the moſt probable, not to ay 

FO the only Way of Prepetuating the general 
Knowledge'and Remembrance of ſuch De- 
liverances. For when they are ſuffer'd to 

mix with the common - Node of Time, 
and have no other Conveyance but Hiſtory, 
if the Memory of them does not quite 

wear out, yet it is but a Few to whom the 

Knowledge of them can be ſuppoſed to 

come, becauſe but Few, in compariſon, 
trouble themſelves to look into the Ac 

counts of antient Times. The preſent 


eve 2 and their own * Affairs take 
| KO b 


»&th: of: November! 


upthe Attention and Thoughts of the great- 
er part of Mankind; who are ſo far from an 
imquiſitive Search after; old Events, that 
they are many times Ignorant of the Oc- 
currences of tlie Age, they live in. Such 


up as Pillars of Remembrance, and in the 


vive and eſtabliſh the ; 
| Marvellous Works. For when it ſhall be 


would do concerning the Celebration of! 
the Paſſover, What 1s this? On what ac- 
count came this Day to be annually Ob- 
ſerv'd ? To which their Anſwer was to be, 
y ſtrength of Hand tlie Lord brought us out 


e e, from d, dur, & Rege; 
= we may fay, that God: hath done great 
Things for us, particularly ſuch and ſuch, 


1 preſerve Which admirable Events from 
Oblivion, and that what God hath wrought 


by all, this Day Was ſettled. The End of 
Memorial, or Monument which intimates 


the Knowledge of the moſt Memorable 


Time would fink; and be quite loſt, as to 
a great part of the World 


2. By the Inſtitution; of ſuch Days the 
| — gives Glory to God, confeſſing 
Deliverance au Safety to come from the 


10 
i * % * 


fame 


Days therefore are with'goodReaſon; ſat 


Revolution of the". Year, are of uſe. to re- 
Memory of God's 


15 


in one Age, might be known and extold 


that unleſs ſome fuch method were taken, 


Works of Providence, in the Current of 


ask'd, as it was ſuppos'd the Children zx04.c3. 


0 


—— — — — — 


fame Hand which at firſt confer'd on him 
his Power and Authotity: , For as the 
Powers that be, are Ordain'd of God, fo 
_ God alone giveth Salvation to Kings. Such 
| Feſtivals are a publick Acknowledgment 
of a divine over-ruling - Providence, 4 
Solemn Declaration of it to the whole 
World, and a ſtanding Atteſtation or Wit⸗ 
neſs to this Truth, tranſmitted down 
from Generi#tion to Generation. For na- 
tional Benefits, God ought to have national 
Honour and Devotion; and it is any 
3 much for the Credit of Religion, and tends 
— 0 the publick Senſe of it when 
_ a\whote People join in commemorating a 
| Deliverance to which they owe their Pre- 
28 —— the e 2 and 
the quiet Enjoyment of their Rights, Li- 
berties, Laws, Religion, and all they hold 
dear and valuable in the World. And as 
from theſe two Conſiderations it appears 
to be highly agreeable to Reaſon for Days 
of Memorial to be fix d by proper Autho- 
rity, ſo there is nothing from the Word of 
. God to be objected againſt this Practice. 
On the Contrary, we find God himſelf as 
King and Lawgiver of the Jemiſp Nation 


LH 


appointing an Yearly Day of 15 
Thankſgiving for their Deliverance out of 

| Slavery. And why earthly Magiſtrates 
= may not db, on parallel Occaſions, what 
was done under that Theocracy, when the 
Scripture bath no where laid in the leaſt 
Seils e. | Caution 


g th f November. 
Caution againſt it, I cannot conceive any 
ood Reaſon. But then, as J ſaid, it muſt 
be upon parallel Occaſions, and with ſuch 
Limitations as the nature of the Thing 
makes neceſſary. It ought to be for nati- 
nal Deliverances, that ſuch Anniverſary 
Days are appointed, for Deliverances that 
are important and uncommon, and laſtly, 
they ought not to be multiphed, —— 
I. The Deliverance ſhould be national 
to Juſtify the Separation of a Day from 
the reſt of the Year in Memory of it. 
Should a Nation be unhappily Divided in- 
to Parties, and one of them, chiefly as a 
Party, prevail over the other, this Advan- 
tage, which it might be apt to conſtrue as 
a2 Declaration of Providence in its Behalf, 
wou'd not wartant the adding a new Holi- 
day to the Calender, under the cover of 
_« Which they might inſult all whoſe Opinions 
are not exactly conformable to theirs, and 
foment a Spirit of Strife and Contention, 
the moſt fatal Thing that can be to the 
Peace and Welfare of a Kingdom. Whe- 
ther, for ſome of thoſe Reaſons, a certain 
Day, very much in Requeſt among ſome 
People, might not conveniently be laid a- 
| fide, I ſhall leave thoſe to Judge whom it 
moſt concerns. The reſtriction mani» 
feſtly cuts off a great many other Days; 
as thoſe Dedicated to the Honour of par- 
ticular Saints, which, perhaps, were bet- 
ter reſtored to the Romiſh Church, hav- 
De S ing 
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ing not the leaſt Foundation in Scripture 


ASERMON ont the 


Examples, nor Relation to us as a Nation. 
To which ſhall I add, that they are more 
Suitabl&match'd with the Doctrine of that 


Church concerning the merit of Saints, 


and her ſuperſticious Cuſtom of invocating 


them; whereas, in a reformed Church, 
they are at beſt but like an old Piece upon 


a new Garment, or if you will, like a new, 


upon an old, which, for certain, is no part 
of its Beauty? Likewiſe, all ſuch Days as 
are kept in Memory of the Birth of Chriſt, 

his Death, and Reſurrection, the Deſcent 
of the Holy Ghoſt, c. For all which, if 


the Lord's Day, in its weckly Return, 


were not a ſufficient Memorial, God him- 


felt, no Doubt, would have Sanctified o- 


ther Days, as he hath done that. The 


not doing of which is a clear Intimation 


of his Will in this Caſe. For the memory 
_ of Mercies which regard not one Nation 


more than Another, but all Mankind alike, 
and are of a Nature purely Spiritual, God 
hath taken care to Provide, as far as he 
law fitting ; and for Men to intermeddle 


in this Matter with their Supplements is 
a tacit Accuſation of the divine Inſtitutions 
as Defective, and inſufficient to anſwer. 
thar Fond; 5 N . 


2. Such Anniverſary Thankſgivings 
ought not to be appointed but for impor- 


tant and uncommon Deliverances. Such 


was the Coming of the J/razlites out of 


sth of November. 


Egypt, where the whole Church of God, at 


that Time, had groan'd undera longand mi- 
ſerable Servitude. Such was the turn up- 
on the Dreadful Maſſacre intended againſt 


verances of this Day. The ſaving a Nati- 
on from Ruine, preventing that which is 


worſe then Death it ſelf, to an ingenous 


Mind (every one will gueſs that I mean 


LJ 
* 
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Slavery) Or reſtoring that Liberty without 
which Life it ſelf is not valuable, this cer- 
tainly Challenges a never-dying Remem- 


brance, and is ſo Unſpeakable a Mercy, 
that the Reflection upon it, is enough to 


warm the Heart to Sentiments of Praiſe 


and Gratitude as often as the Day comes 
round, ev'n to Times the moſt Diſtant 
from that in which the Deliverance was 
wrought. Civil Freedom 1s our great 
Happineſs as we are Men, and join'd in 


Society for the more ſafe and comfortable 


paſſing of this Life; And Freedom of Re- 


ligion is our Priviledge as we are Chriſtians, 
and deſign'd for an atter State, and both of 


that price, that theProvidence whereby they 


are ſecur'd ought never to be forgotten. 
3. I beg Leave to think this another ne- 


ce ſſary Limitation, that ſuch Days ought 
not tobe multiphed. For as they are not 
(2 needful, 


« A: * 
| * * 
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needful, ſeeing on one ſuch Day we may 
comprize in our Thoughts and Thankſgiv- 


ings, the Mercies of many others, ſo I 


, would farther ask, whether the great 


Number of them would not have a Ten- 


dency to render them leſs Solemn, to cor- 


rrupt the poor of the Land by introducing 


Idleneſs and Exceſs, and by Degrees, to 
make Men leſs ſtrict in the Obſervation of 
the Sabbath it ſelf, On all theſe Accounts, 
Mens Days ought to be very few, what 
Name ſoever they paſs under; and no Un- 


prejudic'd Perſon will think the Romiſh 


Church to be Defended; where, (not to 
diſpute the Authority that hath given a 
ſanction to ſuch Days; not to obſerve that 
Tome of them carry the Names of Perſons 
that never were in this World, or are 
damned Spirits in Hell, and are all of too 


particular a Nature to be kept after ſo pub- 


lick and Solemn a Manner) the Multitude 


of them alone is ſufficient Objection a- 
gainſt them; the poor Labourer having a 


great part of that time Devour'd by them, 
which God hath allow'd him for Work. 
And as if the Year were not already enough 
crouded with ſuch Days, they are continu- 
ally canonizing new Saints, and may go 


on doing fo to the End of the World, if they 
had but as many Days in the Year as they 


are {urniſh'd with pretended Saints, which 


as ſome have counted them, are in ſuch 


Number, that tho' there were as ma wy ar 


idays 


lidays as there are Minutes in our Year, the 
Vear would not afford a Feaſt for each 
Saint. How far a certain Proteſtant Church 
from which we diſſent is concern d in the 
Conſequence of this Particular, let the Im- 
—Aͤ EL On 
- Thirdly, The laſt Thing propoſed is to 
conſider the Difference which in this Reſ- 
pect there is between Feſtivals and Faſts, 
and the Foundations of this Difference. 
The Appointment of Days of Thankſgiving 
to be yearly obſerved in Remembrance of 
very great and extenſive Deliverances, hath 
been {hewn to be not only lawful, but un- 
dier certain Limitations, highly uſeful. But 
Nov, on the contrary, for the Obſer- 
vation of Annual Faſts in Memory of ſome 
Sin committed, it ſeems to have no Coun- 
tenance either from Scripture or Reaſon. 
The Thing is utterly deſtitute of Scripture 
Precedents. We have Feaſts of Divine In- 
Inſtitution, but no Faſts of this Nature. 
Take notice that I ſay, none divinely ap- 
pointed, perpetual, Her in Memory of any 
one particular Fact. It cannot be preten= 
ded, as the Reaſon why no ſuch Faſts are "—Y 
to be met with, that there was no Occaſi- 
on given for them, for only to mention ſome = 
of the Provocations in the Wilderneſs, ci- 
ted in the Apoſtle Paul as Examples for the 4 
Admonition of thoſe on whom the Ends of 1Cor. 10. 
the World were come; Were not the 7» &. 
People guilty of Idolatry in making and 
. . 
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worſhipping the Golden Calf, which, as it 


Was the leading Sin of that Kind, ſo was 


intermarrying with them, and rebellin 
gainſt the Meſſengers of God; which were 


one of the greateſt too, all Circumſtances 


conſider'd, that ſtands mark'd in facred 
Hiſtory ? Did they not commit Whore- 


dom with the Daughters of Moab, ming- 
ling in the Sacrifices of their Gods? Did 
they not tempt God in the Deſart, and in 
the Height of their Mutiny talk of ſtoning 


thoſe whom He had ſet over them for their 


| ConduQtors 2 Theſe were not the Sins of 
a few Perſons only, but of the Body of the 


People ; they were highly provoking to 


God, and puniſh'd by him in the moſt ter- 


rible Manner, by the immediate Deſtru- 


Cion of great Numbers, and the Excluſion | 
of all that Generation, with the Exception 
of two that were of a better Spirit, from 
the Land of Promiſe. So that if ever Sins 
call'd for a publick Yearly Faſt, theſe did; 
and, if ever ſuch Faſts were of Service, 
theſe were likely to have been fo, as Warn- 
ings againſt Symbolizing with neighbour- 


ing Nations in their Idolatrous Worſhip, 


8 3. 
8 4 


all of them Sins, extremely agreeable to 


the Temper of that People. And yet God 
ſaw not fit to command Faſts on theſe Oc- 
caſions; which, I take it, affords a fair 
and concluſive Argument againſt any ſuch 
Days. For as much as the fooliſhneſs of God, 


to uſe the Words of the Apoſtle , that 
rn S MFI 


j 


+ gth of November. 
which too often is ſo accounted, is wiſer 
than Mez. The general Inſtruction to be 
drawn from hence is, that Sins once re- 
pented of, are entirely forgiven; and in 
the Scripture ſenſe, forgotten too; that is, 
ſo far, as that God will not upbraid Men 
with former Miſcarriages, which {hall not 
once be mentioned unto them. And tho? 
to keep him humble, and poſſeſs him with 
a lively Senſe of Pardoning Mercy, it be 
very proper for the Penitent to make a 
particular and frequent Confeſſion of ſome 
Sins which he hath ground to believe are 
forgiven ; yet in his Confeſſion to proceed 
always on the Suppoſition of their being 
unpardoned, and to alarm, terrify nd 
flict himſelf after the ſame manner as when 
they were firſt committed, cannot be his 


Duty. Whereas, Mercies are of a more x, 
conſtant Obligation, and ought accordingly xvii. 32. 


to be conſecrated to Perpetuity, both to 
inſpire Us with Gratitude, and to encou- 
rage future Truſt in the Providence of God. 
The Debts contracted by Sin may be all 
forgiven and croſs'd; but Gratitude is a 
Debt we ſhould be always Paying, becauſe 
it will be always Due. But the chief Foun- 
dation of the Difference between Annual 
Feaſts and Faſts is this, that the Guilt of 
the ſame individual Sin does not deſcend 
from one Generation to another, as the In- 
| fluence of a Mercy may do. The Jews, 
in a like Caſe, are reprov'd for uſing this 
F Proverb, 


24 AJ SERMON ok the 
' Proverb, That the Fathers had eaten ſower 
Grapes, and the Childrens Teeth wil. ſet on 
edge; charging the Calamities that befell 
them on the Score of their Progenitors; 
Which was ſo far from being true, that 
let the Father have been never ſo vile and 
wicked, if He hath a Son that ſeeth his 
Father's Sins which he hath done, and 
_ conſiders, and doth not the like, He ſhall 
not die for the Iniquity of his Father ; He 
_ ſhall ſurely live. It being a ſtanding Rule 
of God's Proceedings in ſuch Caſes, the Soul 
that ſinneth, it ſhall die; as you have the 
| Matter ſtated at large in the 18th Chap- 
ter of Ezekiel, Indeed, if Men act over 
their Father's Sins, and receive not Inſtru- 
Cition from the Dealings of Providence with 
thoſe that liv'd in former Ages, God may 
' puniſh the ſame Degree of Corruption 
more ſeverely in them than he did in their 
Forefathers, becauſe of the Incorrigible- 
neſs which they add to their other Sins, 
and a ſtupid Diſregard of Providential 
Warnings. But ſtill, ſpeaking properly, | 
the Guilt of Sin is incommunicable, and 
dies with the guilty Perſons ; So as that 
it can never be the Duty of their Succeſ- 
ſors to repent of their Sins, as of their 
own; to accuſe themſelves in the Sight 
of God of Things done before they were 
Born, or to take a Load upon their Shoul- 
ders which does not belong to them, 
when, God knows, they have Sins * 
- | 1 6 4 


gth of November. 
of their Own to mourn for, without a- 
dopting the Sins of paſt Generations to 
make up the Number. The Cafe is ſo 
very different in reſpe& of Mercies, that 
one and the ſame Deliverance may be a 
| Mercy not to one Age only, but to all 
the Generations that follow to the End of 
the World, herein, like a Stream which if 
not intercepted will flow on endleſsly. 
Upon the whole then, there is a mani- 
felt Difference between yearly Feſtivals 
and Faſts in Memory of particular Sins 
or Deliverances ; the former have their 
Foundation in Reaſon and Scripture ; the 
J 


25 


The Day of Attonement was, I confeſs, a Lev. 23. 4 


perpetual Faſt, on which the 1/-aelites were 27. 
_ commanded to afflict their Souls. But then 
no particular Sin is mentioned for which 
Expiation was to be made more than for 
any other, and which in the return of that 
Seaſon was to be confeſt and bewail'd by 
by all Pofterity. It was plainly no other Lev. 16. 
than an annual Luſtration for the clean 3+ 
fing the Children of Iſrael once a Year 
from all their Sins by a common Sacrifice. 
1 éam not afraid to take Notice alſo, that 
we read in Tech. 8. 19. Of the Faſt 
of the fourth Month, of the fifth, of the 
| ſeventh, and of the tenth, in all, four 
Faſts in the Year. But in reply to this, 
I have two or three Obſervations to make, 
which, it IJ am not deceiv'd, will ſhew 
F . thoſe 
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thoſe Inſtances are nothing to the preſent 
Purpo 3 

(1.) It doth not appear, that theſe Faſts 
were inſtituted, or ſo much as approv'd 
by God. The contrary to which is more 
probable from the Queſtion that is asked, 


Zech. 7: When je faſted and mourned in the fifth and ſe- 
venth Month (and the fame may be appli- 


ed to the other two) ever theſe ſeventy years, 
did ye at all faſi unto me, even unto me? By 
which Interpreters agree to be in Part 


meant (and, Iconceive, principally,) that 
it was not in Obedience to any Injunction 
of God, but of their own Heads that they 


had kept theſe Days. And that which 


itrengthens this meaning is, that in the 


7th verſe, they are bid to hear the Words, 


i | N. hich the Lord Had cried by the former Pro- 


phets, whea  Feruſ- alem was inhabited, and in 


Proſperity, i. e. to obſerve the Command- 


2 Kings 
. 
Jer. 39. 


12 kings 
25.9. 
zer. 41. 
. 


ments of God inculcated upon them by 
the former Prophets, in doing whereof 


they would moſt infallibly ſecure his Fa- 


vour, and need not be ſollicitous about 
Days of humane Invention. (2.) Of 


theſe Faſts, one was in Memory of the 
Siege of Jeraſalen, by Nebuchadneæ gar, ano- 
ther of the taking of the City, another 

of the Deſtruction of the Temple, and rhe 
laſt (as to Appointment, not in the Order 
of the Months) of the Murther of Gedali- 
ah, whom the King of Bahlon had made 
Governour of the Land, with the poor Re- 


mainders 


sth of November. 


mainders of the Jews that repair'd to him, 
which ſeem'd to give the finiſhing Stroke to 
their Miſeries. So that three oftheſe Faſts 
could be only deſigu'd to bewail their Cala- 
mities, and the general Corruption which 
occaſioned them, not any ſingle Crimes 
committed upon theſe Days. "And as for 
the Murther of Gedal:ah, they were fo few 
concern'd in it, that we cannot ſuppoſe the 
end of ſetting a- part a Day was to humble 
themſelves for it, as their Sin, but as it 
filled up the Meaſure of their own Puniſh- 
ment. (3.) Theſe Faſts were fet on foot 
by the Jews in the Time of their Captivity, — 
while the City and Temple lay in Ruins, 1 
their Country Deſolate, and they them = 
ſelves liv'd as Exiles in a ſtrange Land, and | 
were to laſt no longer than call their return. .. = 
to their former profperous and happy State. 
After which, it was promiſed, they ſhould _ 
be to the Houſe of da Joy and Glad- Z ch. 8. 
nels, and chearful Feaſts ; the RY Solem- 19 [ 
nities, at which all the Males were oblig d | 
to appear; and which had been ſalpanded* — 
during the ſad Interval of the Capti- 
vity, ſwallowing up the Remembrance of 
rg Sorrows. And how any Paiallel can 
drawn between ſuch Faſts, and one 
chat ſhall be ſuppoſed not to Commence, 
but from the Time that che Judgments 
bewail'd have their Period, and is conti- 
nued to the moſt flouriſhing Times, and 
never oblery'd with greater appearing. 
D 2 Zea ö 
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8 Zeal, than when the Nation is at the 
hbhbhleigght of its Glory, I muſt leave thoſe to 
tell us, who are good at reconciling Con- 

tradictions; ſuch as perſecuting Men out 
of pure Charity and good Nature, chal- 
lenging that Infallibility in Fact, which 
they diſclaim in Principle, and taking ſo- 
lemn and repeated Oaths to a Govern- 
ment, which, not content barely to un- 
dermine, they openly traduce and oppoſe. 

Laſihh, Permit me now to bring down 

all to the memorable Occaſion of this Day. 

T have ſaid too much on the former part of 
my Diſcourſe to be ſo large as I intended 
upon this. "Tis now more than a Hundred 

Years ſince that a Conſpiracy was laid, the 
blackeſt and moſt barbarous that ever en- 

ter'd into the Heart of Man, to have been 

executed as upon this Day. Scelus incredi- 
bile & inauditum, a Wickedneſs unheard 
of till then, incredible now, were it not 
vouch'd by the beſt Authorities, and which, 

*tis to be hoped, will have no Parallel in 

all the Annals of ſucceeding Time. _ 

This helliſh Plot was diſcover'd, not 

without a Miracle of Providence, faith a 

Cardinal of their own; to ſignalize which, 
and to poſſeſs the People of theſe Lands 

with a due Abhorrence of that Religion, 

Which ſanRifies ſuch villanous Methods of 
promoting it, this Day was, by Authori- 
ty recommended to the Notice of future 

Ages. And in keeping it, none have 


- 


join'd with greater Heartineſs than the 
Non-Conformifts have always done; and 


this at the ſame, Time, that they have 


paid but little regard to ſome other Anni- 
verſary Days. And we are free to have 


our Conduct in this Matter examin'd, per- 
ſuaded that to equal Judges it will admit 


of an eaſie Vindication. Setting a- ſide the 


Feaſts and Faſts of the Church, concern- 
ing which I have given you ſome hints on 
the ſecond Head, there are three which 
may be called State-Days, viz. the 3oth of 
January, the 29th of May, and the 5th of 


November. As to the firſt, Let the Fact 


of that Day deſerve all the Load that is 
laid upon it, and more, if that be poſſible, 
yet ſeeing it cannot be reckon'd a National 
Sin, and the Perſons concern'd have on 


ſince anſwer for it to God, ſeeing it hat 


ſerv'd for little more than the Shibboleth 
of a Party, the Word of Battel, a- ſub- 
ject for young Declaimers to whet their 
Wits: upon, and an opportunity (may J 
not ſay ?) to mock God, and to rail on 
their Fellow Subjects; on all theſe Ac- 
counts, I ſay, tis our Opinion, the Na- 
tion would ſuffer Nothing if that pretended 


Faſt were no more heard of. In Bar to the 


29th of May we have this to obſerve, that 
if it ſaw the Reſtoration of a King (whoſe - 
perſonal Character I meddle not with) it 
ſaw Vice and Profaneſs reſtored with him; 
it made way ior the Ejectment of more 


than 
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than two thouſand Miniſters, who, in the 
_ Confeſſion of their Adverſaries, had na 
greater Fault than their Nonconformity, 
and for a Popiſh Reign, which, had not 
| God in Mercy op's its Career, would 
have driven over the Neck of our Liberties. 
We muſt be pardon'd therefore if wt judge 
ſuch a Day as this not to merit the Honour 
bol being diſtinguiſhed from other common 
Days. But now againſt the Fifth of No- 
vember there lie no ſuch Exceptions. It is 
a Day to be much obſerved unto the Lord, 
for preventing a Deſign, the Succeſs where- 
of, humanly ſpeaking, would have bid fair 
to entail Popery upon Us to all Generations. 
And having mention'd that one Word, F 
need add no more; for whoever wants a 
ſingle Term to expreſs the greateſt Miſeries 
that can befall the World, may ſeek long 
enough before He will find one ſo full 2g F 
ſignificant as this, Popery | That Contra- 
diction to common Sence! That Foe to 
Reaſon! That Reproach to Religion! 
That Sucker to the Wealth of a Nation! 
And Deſtroyer of the Rights of Man- 
I kind! An open Apoltaſy from the Truth 
N and Simplicity of the Goſpel; A notorious 
D ſurpation on the Royalty of Chriſt ; and 
the moſt cruel and Bloody Tyranny that 
was ever known, next to that of Abaddon 
himſelf, if it be proper to diſtinguiſn 
them. Chriſt ſhed his Blood for Man- 
kind; He laid down his Life for his 
e 7 Sheep 


Sheep: How unlike his pretended Vicar, 
who is better reſembled by the Thief, 
that cometh not but to Steal, and to Kill, 

and to Deſtroy ! That Univerſal Butcher, 
who, to his Empire, like an Eaſtern 

Monarch, Sacrifices all that can give him 
any Diſturbance ! Chriſtianity was plant- 

ed, grew, and ſubſiſted by the Blood of 
its om Martyrs; Popery, by martyring 
all that would not renounce their Five 
Senſes, and conſent to the putting out of 
their Eyes, that they might be the better 
able to follow their Guides, this by per- 
ſecuting; that by ſuffering Perſecution. 

From this abſurd, this bloody, this dan- 
gerous Religion, hath God often faved us | 

twice, as upon this Day, by the Diſco- |} 

very of the Gunpowder Treaſon firſt, | 

and ſince that by the Landing of tſje 
Prince of Orange, afterwards. King William. | 
A Name that will ever be precious to All 
who in Religion are Proteſtant; and in 
the State, Lovers of Liberty and King 


| 
George. Thus hath God made his won- 2 
derful Works to be remembred by re- — 
peating them: And certainly we are very 23 


juſtifiable in having a peculiar Value for | 4 | 
| that Day which God himſelf hath de- © 1 
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of the Dis8NT#Rs ; in Anſwer to Dr. H/illiem 

Nichols's Defence of the Doctrine, and Diſcipline, of 
che Church of England : In three Parts. The I. con- 
* taining, an Hiſtorical Account of the Controverſy, and 
the Perſecutions which the Diſſenters have ſuter d 
from the Beginning of the Reformation, &. The II. 
relating to Matters of Doctrine; as Popiſh Engors,and 
the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedien. e, and Non reſiſt- 
arice, &c. The III. being a Syſtem of the whole Con- 
troverſy, upon the following Heads; 1. Biſhops; 
2. Deans and Chapters; 3. Cathedral Worſhip; 
Forms of Prayer: 5. The Crols i in Baptiſm; 6. God. 
fathers, and Godmothers; 7 Confirmation; 8. The 
Surplice; 9. The Ring in Mam ge; 10. Kneeling at 
the Sacrament; 11. Holy Days; 12. Bo wing at the 
Name of Telus, and toward the Altar; 13. Reading 
the Apocrypha; 14. Homilies; 15. The Faults in the 

Liturgy; x6 The Diſgipline of the Church of England. 
Written firſt in Latin, and now tranſlated into Eng- 
lih, with large Aline. * Jes MES eee 8 0, 
Price. 5 n 
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'T he Difſenters Realodie fot not Writing in the 
behalf of Perſecution ; ; delign'd for the Satisfaction of 
Dr. Snape, in a Letter to g By IAU» 
ne WW. Price 64. _ 5 Ld 3 

8 Eſſay: touching the Ms: and Eacellence of 
Fa Being a Diſcourſe on Hebrews xi. 1. deli- 
ver'd at Bath. By the Reverend Mr. . ENK! 
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The Honally of n Difſetcers Vindicaed: 
being an Anſwer to The Character of an honeſt Diſſen- 
ter, in Twelve Markt. By RicyarD Peters, M. A. 
. Vicar of Faringdou, Berks. 8v0, Price 1 5. 6 >. 
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